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Armed conflicts, refugee crises, natural disasters, exclusion 
from healthcare, epidemics of infectious diseases   

sans frontières





Overall purpose of MSF 
Founded 1971

Preserve Life

Alleviate Suffering

Protect Human Dignity

Restore Ability of People to Make Their 
Own Decisions



CHARTER

“Médecins Sans Frontières
observes, independence, 
neutrality and impartiality in 
the name of universal medical 
ethics…”



Dual action: Témoignage
“Two inseparable elements are combined 

in MSF’s work:  medical aid and 
witnessing (temoignage)”

MSF Speaks Out examples:

– 1985: Ethiopia

– 1994: Rwanda

– 1995: Serbia

– 2004: Darfur

– 2000+: HIV, Drug pricing

– 2014: Ebola West Africa



We are concerned

Fresh water availability ↓

Forest ↓

Biodiversity ↓

Average temperatures ⇡

Sea rise ⇡

Changing precipitation⇡





Seeing climate and health impacts



Climate, Extractives & Health Map







direct
impact on 

health



Extreme weather, undernutrition
Philippines, Nigerian refugees in Cameroon











MSF responding to health needs for Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, 
malaria in DRC. 





Disproportionate vulnerability

Rising temperatures

Natural disasters & extreme weather

Localized environmental degradation 



MSF Footprint

• ‘Footprint Audit’ for insight into opportunities for MSF 
to mitigate its environmental footprint – understand 
what’s been done to date, pilot a methodology, use 
data and analytics to aid MSF decision making and 
strategic planning and scale



•consider potential of all energy alternatives (generators, photovoltaic solar panels, solar thermal panels, etc.)
•challenge traditional logics of energy planning and explore new approaches to satisfy MSF operational needs 
and to increase the positive impact on our beneficiaries.



The Good News?







The Lancet urges voice of the health profession in 
“driving progress on climate change and realizing 
the health benefits of this response”



2017
MSF 

Scientific 
Days



Questions?


